Sniper-Type Weapon 

* 

Is Easy to Purchase ; 


By LANNY THOMAS 

The type of high-powered rifle used 
by the sniper in the Downtown Howard 
Johnson Motor Lodge is ideal for am- 
bush and can be easily purchased from 
almost any gun shop, a police ballis- 
tics expert says. 

Alex Vega, the New Orleans Police 
Department’s firearms identification 
officer, said the weapon i? deadly be- 
cause “it has a hell of an impact.” 

He said the rifle could be purchased 
for about $98. 

The weapon, a Ruger .44-magnum 
carbine, was shown to reporters for 
the first time yesterday during Police 
Supt. Clarence B. Giarrusso’s news 
conference. It has been shattered 
into four pieces by police gunfire. 

Vega said the rifle was found under 
the hand of Mark Essex, the man iden- 
tified by police as the sniper. He also 
said there were several hundred shell 
cases on the roof of the building. 

Vega said the type of weapon used 
by Essex would likely be used by deer 
hunters in Louisiana. “It’s a short- 
range, powerful weapon,” he said. 

While the weapon is accurate at 200 
to 250 yards, it is still deadly up to 
1,000 yards, according to Vega. The 
weapon was equipped with a standard 
sight— no telescopic sight. 

The weapon, he said, will hold five 


cartridges in its magazine and another, 
one in the chamber. He said the rifle- 
could be reloaded very quickly. 

Police said they are still checking toj 
find where the weapon was bought. . 

It already has been i d e n t i f i e d; 
through ballistics tests as the weapon 
used in the killing Sunday of Deputy; 
Police Supt. Louis. Sirgo and hotel- 
guest Dr. Robert V. Steagall Jr. and in; 
the New Year’s Eve sniper .killing of; 
Police Cadet Alfred Harrel and. 
wounding of Patrolman Edwin S. HoslJ* 
Jr. 

Additional ballistics tests are being; 
made to determine if the same weapon 
was used in the killing and wounding 
of other persons in the Howard John- 
son’s shooting. 


